
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. James 
Communicator 

The 2015-2016 school year has ended. What a wonderful year it was!  
Every year I am amazed and gladdened and inspired and sometimes 
saddened by the words of the Preschoolers.  Here are a few of my 
favorite exchanges. 

Margaret M. 

PRESCHOOL NEWS – OUT OF THE 
MOUTHS OF BABES 

Me: “We may not throw stones 
on the playground.” 
Student: “These are rocks!” 
 
 
Me: “Do you like to go to bed at 
night?” 
Most students: (shouting) 
“Nooooo!!” 
One student: “Yes, because 
after I sleep, it’s a new day, and 
there is always something good 
in the day.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Student 1: “Can I use your glue 
stick?” 
Student 2: “No, get your own.” 
Student 1: (After getting a glue 
stick and realizing it is brand 
new) “My glue stick is the best 
glue stick.” 
Student 2: “Yeah, well, life isn’t 
always about the best glue stick.” 
 
 
Student: “Will you write a letter 
to my mom and dad?” 
Me: “Sure. What do you want to 
say?” 
Student: “Please stop fighting. I 
love you.” 
 

Continued on page 2 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS continued 
 

Me: “This is the third time I have reminded you 
that there is no hitting here at Preschool.” 
Student: “I know! My hand is not listening to my 
brain today.” (Speaks to hand) “Now listen. Stop 
hitting!” 
 
 
Student: “I was scared yesterday and said that one 
prayer you taught us.” 
Me: “Oh, which prayer?” 
Student: “You know…When I’m happy, scared, 
or sad. 

Be quick to listen, 
slow to speak 

James 1:19 

     When I’m hurt or feeling bad. 
     To you dear Jesus, I will pray. 
     I know you’re with me every day.” 
Me: “That’s great. Did it help?” 
Student: “Yes!” 
 
 
If you know of family or friends who are looking for 
a preschool, please pass on to them that there are still 
openings in the afternoon sessions for the 2016/2017 
school year.  Applications are available in the church 
office for pickup or can be mailed. Summer office 
hours are:  

Mon-Wed 8:00am – Noon 
Thurs  8:00am – 3:00pm 

Financial Report 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Summary Financial Information 
9/1/15-4/30/16  
       Actual      Budget 
       Y-T-D        Y-T-D 
Year to date 
   Total Revenue (1)      $176,971.95             $189,645.28 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses     $186,499.06              $203,918.56 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)        ($ 9,527.11)               ($14,273.28) 
 

(1) Actual year-to-date total revenue includes 
$5,000.00 borrowed from Joseph’s Harvest 

        fund in order to meet the Dec. 16 payroll. 

Buildings/Grounds 
By Richard G. 

 
We received a verbal estimate for a sink 
replacement in the kitchen in the basement.  The 
estimate was $8,350.  A formal written proposal 
will be requested when we get closer to doing the 
actual replacement. 
 
If you have not already noticed the mulching 
around the flower beds, please take a look next 
time you are at church.  The project was 
coordinated by Eileen B.  She had the help of 
George K. and Dallas S. to improve the flower 
beds with new mulch.  
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Ashlynn will be attending fourth grade at Bethlehem Lutheran 
High School in Germantown.  Her parents, Joel and Michelle, 
submitted the following essay (note that Joel and Michelle 
also applied for their son Lucas, but available scholarship 
money did not permit giving awards to all applicants): 
 

Again, this was a good exercise to go through with 
Ashlynn and Lucas. As the question was read to 
them, we really didn't know if they would have a 
verse already in mind. But, a bit to our surprise, they 
both selected one from memory right away. Over the 
course of the past couple of weeks, as we discussed 
this on and off, they were both even consistent with 
the verses they had selected. 
 
When asked to write a response, Ashlynn wrote the 
following: 
 
The reason God gave us the Bible is to read it and 
grow in faith, right? Right! But that's not all. In the 
Bible, it says "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light onto my path". That means God wants us to do 
these things and God also gave us the Bible to show 
us His plan for our lives. The reason I picked Psalm 
119:105 is because it actually goes well with the 
question I answered earlier about the Bible. It goes 
well because, can you imagine the world without 
light? I can't! It's the same as imagining the world 
without the Bible! And God made our path as plain 
as day. Have you ever been camping or in the woods 
in the night? I have. It's pitch black and sometimes 
even scary! That's why you take a flashlight. 
Without a flashlight you would be like Samson 

when he was blind, when he stumbled and fell. The 
light of a flashlight helps you see the way, like Gods 
word! When we walk through the "forest" of evil, we 
fall into temptation of sin. But, the Bible shows us the 
way that has no holes or sin, but heaven. The most 
wonderful place in the world we could ever dream of! 
And heavens open for all believers in Christ Jesus our 
Lord who died on the cross to save us from our sins. 
The Bible will help us not sin against God or others in 
authority. Now turn on God's word for light instead of 
sins curse on this earth. In my school, Bethlehem 
Lutheran teaches me about Gods word and how God 
makes light through his word. So as you go through 
rough days, we can go to God and he will give you a 
light to make your path bright. 
 
Lucas, on the other hand, selected the Fourth 
Commandment, "Honor Your Father and Mother so 
that you may live long in the land the Lord Your God 
is giving you", Exodus 20:12, or as he remembered 
and summarized it "Honor your Father and Mother so 
you don't disobey them and do bad things." When 
asked what it means to him he said, "I shouldn't sneak 
candy or things that are not mine" and that it helps 
him remember to "help my parents with cleaning and 
use nice words." 
 
We enjoyed seeing how each of them were excited to 
respond to the question and so genuine in their 
reactions and responses. Once again, we thank the 
congregation of St. James for their support Christian 
education and for opportunity to submit this 
scholarship application on Ashlynn and Lucas' behalf. 
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Scholarship Essays 
 
Two of the St. James scholarship recipients for 2016-
2017, as reported last month, are Ashlynn K. and 
Talia M.  In their applications they were each required 
to submit a 250-500 word essay on the topic “What 
Bible passage holds special meaning for you, and 
why.” 

Ashlynn’s Essay 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talia’s Essay 

Talia will be attending third grade at St. John’s in 
Wauwatosa.  Her parents, Tim and Jessica, submitted the 
following essay: 
 

One of the best times of the year (church year, 
that is) for any Christian is Easter. It is a time 
that every believer looks forward to in order to 
observe, ponder, and celebrate Christ's sacrificial 
act for the benefit of all sinners that believe in 
Him. We get to sing I know that My Redeemer 
Lives and Christ the Lord is Risen Today, buy 
snazzy little outfits for the kids, eat extra candy, 
see friends and family that normally don't come 
to church, and walk out of Worship on 
Resurrection Sunday feeling rejuvenated, 
refreshed, and redeemed! 
 
But what about the rest of the year? Only a few 
days have passed since Easter, 2016 and I already 
feel a little less rejuvenated, refreshed, and 
redeemed. I had to do dishes, serve on a jury, feel 
stressed at work, my back hurts, and I have 
sinned. Why can't I always feel as pumped up as 
I do every single day as I do walking out of 
church on Resurrection Sunday? 
 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation – those 
are words I need to hear on a daily basis. The life 
of a Christian takes place in a world of aches 

and pain, turmoil, difficult relationships, school, 
work, jobs, car problems, bills, and most importantly, 
sin. I need to be reminded every single day, not just 
on Easter, that despite the problems of life, we can 
celebrate Christ's victory over death, remember the 
promise He made to me at my baptism, and take 
comfort in the hope He assures me of as I partake of 
His body and blood every week. 
 
Uphold me with your free spirit – I also pray that in 
addition to giving me my daily dose of joy at the 
salvation purchased by Christ's blood, that I am 
further motivated, focused, and reenergized to live 
the life of a redeemed child of God that He called me 
to be. Just as Christ lived, died, and rose for me, I 
need to respond with a life of service to Him. 

 
 
 
There are two other scholarship recipients, and next 
month we’ll share their essays. 
 
Encourage and pray for each of these young people as 
they continue to enjoy the blessings of a Christian 
education, made possible, in part, by the scholarship gifts 
from St. James. 
 
If you want to know how you can contribute to the 
Scholarship Fund, speak with Steve G., Tom B., or the 
church office. 

June Birthdays 
 

Darlene E. 
Kerry D. 
Jacob H. 
Nick S. 

Pennie W. 
Tim M. 

Jonas D. 
Kara K. 
June M. 
Cory O. 

Ashlynn K. 
Amos K. 

 

SAFE HAVEN 
 
A new St James Small Group named Safe Haven will have its initial meeting in June. 
 
The hope is for Safe Haven to be a group of Christians who offer a secure environment 
for one another as they struggle together with issues that affect their Christian life and 
spiritual well-being. 
 
God willing, Safe Haven will be a place where you will feel free to share your struggles 
with others who face similar battles and have promised each other non-judgmental 
Christ-like love in a confidential setting. 
 
For those who are tempted with addictive behaviors; for someone who senses that some 
part of their life is out of control; for those who cannot resolve their feelings of guilt; for 
the person who continues to be co-dependent or lives in an ongoing depressed state, Safe 
Haven will be a group that can offer support and encouragement using Biblical 
principles as our guide. 
 
We cordially invite anyone who is struggling in his or her personal life to speak with 
Pastor Kassulke for more information and to see if Safe Haven might be just what they 
need. 
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